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North America Experiencing Economic Upswing and Trade Growth
Interview with JJ Ruest, Executive VP and CMO of CN
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Jit

iding on the positive
momentum of the global
economy, especially

R

increasing demand for trade and
cargo in North America and Asia,
Canadian-based railroad CN
continues its drive to support its
expanding service offerings in Asia.

He mentioned that CN tapped
into Asian markets 30 years ago
mainly as an exporter of natural
resources. When container shipping
of consumer goods started to
become a popular trend 20 years
ago, the company embarked on
import business from Asia.

Through the alliance with its
business partners such as ocean
carriers and freight forwarders, the
company’s supply chain
management service now covers
the three major oceans, the seven
major ports, a railway connecting
with inland interchange points,

as well as many inland container
terminals.

Ruest noted that North America
and Canada are experiencing
strong economic growth, which has
led to an increase in imports.
Consequently, the company’s
market share in the East Coast and
West Coast of the United States has
increased. The expansion of CN’s
Prince Rupert intermodal terminal in
Western Canada will be completed
this year, as well as the expansion
of Deltaport at the Port of
Vancouver will be complete as early
as 2018, as the company sets out to
capitalise on the growth of Asian
markets.

He also highlighted that an
increasing number of exporters and
freight forwarders are seeking to
raise the visibility levels on goods
during shipment.
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An increasing number
of exporters and freight
forwarders are seeking
to raise the visibility
levels on goods during
shipment.

At the Asian Logistics and
Maritime Conference to be held on
23 and 24 November, Ruest will
attend the thematic forum ‘Extend
Your Reach: Connect with North
American Markets’ and share his
supply chain experience with
industry peers. He will also offer
analysis of North American
economies and strategies for
tapping into North American
markets, especially the importance
of business diversification, at the
present time.
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